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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 
 
SUBJECT: Command Policy Letter 16, Uniform Standards During Deployments 
 
 
1. PURPOSE.  To establish policies concerning Uniform Standards During Deployments within the 2nd 
Brigade, 1st Armored Division. 
 
2. APPLICABILITY.  All soldiers assigned or attached to 2nd Brigade, 1st Armored Division 
 
3. REFERENCES. 2nd Brigade, 1st Armored Division Standards and Uniform SOP Handout 
 
4. POLICY. 
 

a. The adherence to an established set of standards is one of the hallmarks of a clear indication of 
a well-disciplined unit.  Additionally, standards ensure that every Soldier meets the minimum 
requirements established by the chain of command.  The proper wear of our uniform and equipment, 
while deployed, either as a separate element or while working with other units is critical for: 
 

(1) Maintaining the proper appearance of our Soldiers. 
 

(2) Meeting desired safety requirements. 
 

(3) Ensuring that every Soldier remains properly focused throughout the deployment. 
 

b. The following guidelines apply to all elements of this Brigade for all deployments: 
 

(1) The PT uniform or any version of it will not be worn as a duty uniform. 
 

(2) The chain of command will specify the uniform, based on METT-T, operational and logistical 
considerations, and safety concerns (however, care must be taken not to resort to expediency rather than 
operational concerns). 
 

(3) While on or off duty, individual Soldiers will comply with all uniform requirements. 
 

(4) Guard personnel will be fully outfitted in a uniform appropriate for the duties of protecting the 
force. 
 

(5) METT-T, operational and logistics constraints, and safety concerns may have an impact on 
wear of: 
 

(a) Kevlar helmet/soft cap 
 

(b) Body armor 
 

(c) Eye protection 
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(6) During unit deployments, Soldiers will not deploy with non-military clothing bags or suitcases, 
unless specific needs are approved by the chain of command. 
 

c. Uniform standards will apply throughout the area of operation to include the rear.  Uniform wear 
may be modified to fit dif ferent operational areas, depending on METT-T, operational and logistics 
constraints, and safety concerns.  However, be careful about sending the wrong message (i.e., because 
the weapon, kevlar, or body armor is not required in the REAR, the threat is nonexistent). 
 

d. I expect the unit chain of command to determine and enforce uniform standards.  Because of 
this, I will not set universal standards.  However, we all must remember that our standards must remain 
high and they must serve our needs.  Other units may conduct business differently; that's all right for 
them, but we must remain true to the strength of the Brigade by meeting our own standards.  Use 
extreme care when relaxing known standards or when varying from our norms.  This may send an 
undesired message to our Soldiers and may cause long-term discomfort. 
 

e. My intent is to maintain high unit standards for appearance, safety, and operational 
effectiveness, while dealing with potential logistical and METT-T conditions.  Unit commanders will 
remain solely responsible for establishing the proper discipline climate and uniform standards.  Changes 
to Brigade Uniform Standards must be done with great care and only after proper consideration by the 
chain of command. I expect to be notified before changes are made. 
 
5. POC is then 2nd Brigade CSM at DSN 485-6502/7511. 
 
6. This policy supersedes the previous policy, is effective immediately, and will be posted on all unit 
bulletin boards.  
 
7. IRON BRIGADE! 
 
 
 
 
 

JOHN D. JOHNSON 
COL, IN 
Commanding 
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